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WATERBURY — If there’s one speech that students in Christian Baumbach’s history classes at 
Crosby High School might be familiar with, it’s in one of silent movie star Charlie Chaplin’s few 
"talking" movies, "The Great Dictator." 
 
"… We all want to help one another," Chaplin states in his famous monologue. "Human beings 
are like that. We want to live by each other’s happiness — not by each other’s misery. We don’t 
want to hate and despise one another. In this world there is room for everyone. And the good 
earth is rich and can provide for everyone. The way of life can be free and beautiful, but we 
have lost the way." 
 
On Thursday afternoon, Baumbach used the speech as a way t! o introduce a group of students 
meeting after school for the first time together as a new club called "VOICES." The acronym 
stands for Victory Over Injustice through Community Enrichment Services. 
 
The group’s mission is "overcoming racial and socio- economic injustice" by partnering with 
members of local and surrounding police forces. 
 
The club’s goal is not only to provide opportunities for the area’s young people to interact with 
police officers, but to do so in a way that benefits the community, Baumbach said. 
 
VOICES came out of discussions during Baumbach’s senior African-American history class at 
the beginning of the school year, during a time when there were several police officerinvolved 
shootings of African-American men across the country. 
 
The club was the brain! child of students in that class. During a recent school club ! fair, 
VOICES received some interest, with 150 students signing up. "It’s not about protesting or being 
violent," Baumbach said. Activities including a potential Thanksgiving food drive, in which 
students and officers hand deliver meals to the community, and a basketball tournament 
including youth and police officers are in the works. 
 
On Thursday, 15 students attended the first meeting. 
 
Perris Brinkley, one of the student leaders of the new group, said he wasn’t discouraged by the 
somewhat small turnout for the first meeting. 
 



"This is a great opportunity for you Constantly talking to people. We are building relationships 
with people in the community. 
 
"It’s not about how many people show up,"! Brinkley said. "It’s all about commitment." 
 
Two Waterbury community police officers were also on hand for the first club meeting, officers 
Matthew Lemos and Andrea Sanders. 
 
Sanders told students the club is "a great opportunity" for them and the officers to build 
relationships. 
 
"How many of you guys are definitely on board with this?" Baumbach asked students. All raised 
their hands. 
 
The first assignment for the new group members — to bring a new person to their next meeting 
in a few weeks. 
 
 
 
From left, Christian Baumbach, teacher advisor, talks with Perris Brinkley, 17, of Waterbury, 
about how seniors will help guide the younger students during at VOICES Club at Crosby High 
School in Waterbury on Thursday. VOICES stands for Victory Over Injustice Through 
Commitment Enrichment Services. 
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From left, Alyson Saunders, 15, and Gabriella Melendez, 14, both of Waterbury sign up for the 
VOICES Club. 


